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Chester 1f in 1329 between Salisbury and Southampton 2,
in 1452 between Nottingham and Coventry3, and in 1549
between Cambridge and Lynn4. There was similar in-
tercourse between towns in England and on the Continent.
The citizens of Amiens, Corbeil and Nesle were admitted to
special privileges in London and Norwich5 as a result of
commercial treaties ; and London also entered into a com-
mercial treaty with Bayonne (1442)6. This intercourse
was carried on directly, and not through the medium of the
central government.
In certain directions, however, it is possible to trace from
?'     L     an early date the spread of a uniform economic system and
boroughs.                     J                          *                   .......
the gradual concentration of national activities in the State.
When a town received a charter of enfranchisement it usually
adopted the customs of some other town, London, Winchester,
Oxford, Breteuil or Bristol, which served as a model for
the rest. The charter of the gild merchant at Oxford gave
it " all the customs, franchises and laws which belong to the
citizens of London " 7; and towns frequently made applica-
tion to the mother town for information respecting its
customs and legal procedure 8. This affiliation of boroughs
did not invest the parent borough with any rights of political
interference or control over the affairs of the daughter town.
Their relations were analogous to those of a Greek city-
state and its colonies, which cherished the sacred fire taken
from the hearth of the mother state to remind them of their
common origin, but none the less retained complete in-
dependence in the management of their domestic concerns.
1 Letter Book C, 133.                           * Oak Booh of Southampton, ii. 18.
3 Records of Nottingham, ii. 362.
* Hist. MSS. Comm. nth Rep. App. iii. 246.                 6 Infra, p. 519.
6  Letter Book K, 270-271.   Cf. letters sent abroad to foreign towns com-
plaining of deceits in the textile industries : ibid. I, 257.
7  Liber Custumarum (ed. Riley), i. 671 ;  Collectanea (Oxford Historical
Society Publications), iii. No. 45.    Henry II. gave RedcliSe the customs
and liberties of Bristol (c. 1164) :   Latimer, Bristol Charters, 7.    Preston
received " all the liberties and free customs which I have granted to my
burgesses of Newcastle-under-Lyme " :  Abram, Memorials of the Preston
Guilds, 3.   On the affiliation of boroughs, see Gross, Gild Merchant, i.
App. E.
8  Application of Oxford to London:   Sharpe, Calendar of Letters, 90,
and next note.   Application of Droslan to Hereford :   Journal of the
British Archaeological Association, xxvii. 460.